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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 043089 

ST ADIS////////////////// 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SNAR, BL 

SUBJECT: COCA CROP SUBSTITUTION (RURAL DEVELOPMENT) 

1 . THE REPORT ON SOUTH AMERICAN STUDY MISSION OF THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON NARCOTICS ABUSE AND CONTROL (P. 24) 

STATES "U.S. EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN BOLIVIA WERE IN GENERAL 
AGREEMENT THAT SUCH CROP SUBSTITUTION ATTEMPTS WERE NOT 
FEASIBLE.... '. A DRAFT GAO REPORT ON DRUG CONTROL EFFORTS 
IN SOUTH AMERICA (SUBMITTED TO S/NM FOR COMMENT) IN DIS- 
CUSSING CROP SUBSTITUTION NOTES THAT "PROGRAM MANAGERS 
IN PERU (SIC) AND BOLIVIA DOUBT THAT SUCH A PROGRAM WILL 
SUCCEED." ELSEWHERE, THE REPORT STATES "DEA AND DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE OFFICIALS IN BOLIVIA AND PERU SAID CROP SUBSTITU- 
TION PROBABLY WILL NOT BE SUCCESSFUL." 

2. PERHAPS SOME MISUNDERSTANDING ARISES OUT OF CONCEPT OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 043089 

STRAIGHT "CROP SUBSTITUTION" AS OPPOSED TO BASIC RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT THRUST OF PROGRAM AS PRESENTLY ENVISAGED. 
NEVERTHELESS, SUCH STATEMENTS, PARTICULARLY WHEN ATTRIBUTED 
TO THE PEOPLE IN BOLIVIA DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN OUR EFFORTS, 

MAKES IT MORE DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY OUR PROGRAM AND OBTAIN 
CONTINUED FUNDING FOR IT. 
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3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING HOW THE CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEE AND THE GAO CAME AWAY FROM BOLIVIA WITH THOSE 
VIEWS. IF THEY INDEED REPRESENT THE THINKING OF THE 
MISSION, PLEASE LET US KNOW BASIS FOR YOUR JUDGMENT. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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